


Prairie Pronto Mix 

Planting instructions for Small Spaces 

With a little patience, starting a Prairie Garden can be a 

rewarding process.  Transforming a site into a colorful 

space for biological activity and discovering new species as 

the seasons progress can be a delightful experience.    

Preparation 

The more time you can spend on preparation, the more 

successful the planting.  The goal is to reduce as many 

weeds and weed seeds as possible.  You can accomplish 

this by nonselective herbicide applications, tilling, smoth-

ering or solarization.  In a lawn area, you can simply re-

move the sod, put on a little top soil or compost and till it 

in.   If you use smothering, herbicide or solarization, you 

will also want to till the area to allow good seed to soil 

contact. 

Planting 

You may sow your seed in spring or fall.  Do not attempt 

to sow seed in the summer as it is more likely to die of 

heat and desiccation in our summer weather.  Fall seeding 

allows perennial seeds to break dormancy over the winter 

months.  This mix, however, is specifically designed to 

contain species that have fewer dormancy requirements 

than most native perennials so that you will see some re-

sults in the first year, even if you plant in the spring.  That 

said, you may keep this new planting mowed to 4 to 6 

inches in the first year to prevent weed seed from moving 

in.  Pulling weeds may dislodge the plants you want to 

keep, so mowing is a better option.   Many more plants 

will come up in the second year and may crowd out many 

of the weeds.  If desired another mowing or two in the 

second year can be tolerated to keep weeds down. 

Sowing the seed 

Place a small amount of sand, vermiculite, rice hulls, or other filler in a bucket.  Dump in your seed and additional filler and mix 

well with your hands.  Save half of this mixture in another bucket.  Using one half of the mixture, spread the seed by hand or with 

a hand crank grass seeder over your entire prepared seed bed.  Then repeat with the second half of the seed.  By spreading half 

at a time, you will be sure not to run out of seed before you have covered the entire area. 

If you would like more detailed information regarding planting or care of prairie plantings, go to https://prairielegacyinc/planting-

prairie. 

 

Prairie Legacy Seed TM 
Packaged by Witt’s End Homestead LLC. 

Wildflowers % wt.   

showy partridge-pea 14.0 blue vervain 0.58 

black-eyed Susan  7.67 hoary vervain 0.58 

narrow-leaf cone- 3.52 tall cinquefoil 0.51 

plains coreopsis 3.20 everlasting 0.32 

swamp milkweed 2.56 yarrow 0.32 

Rocky Mountain 

beeplant 
2.56 tall boneset 0.32 

purple prairie-clover 2.24 upright coneflower 0.32 

golden alexander 2.24 
gray-head cone-

flower  
0.32 

evening primrose 1.92 
spotted Joe Pye 

weed 
0.32 

candle anemone 1.92 Canada milk-vetch 0.29 

rough gayfeather 1.92    

shell-leaf penstemon 1.92 Grasses % wt. 

lemon beebalm 1.28 sideoats grama 17.9

white prairie-clover 1.28 little bluestem 14.7

rattlesnake master 1.28 Canada wild-rye 5.11 

Virginia mountain 0.64 short-beak sedge 3.20 

wild-bergamot  0.64 purple lovegrass 1.92 

stiff goldenrod  0.64 Indiangrass 0.64 

False sunflower 0.64 Junegrass 0.58 


